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TURKEY'S CAPITAL ANKARA IS FULL OF HIDDEN TREASURES
WAITING TO BE DISCOVERED

Surrounded by the fertile lands of Anatolia, the modern capital of Turkey, Ankara, has been home to
many powerful civilizations throughout history, including the Hittites, Phrygians, Galatians, and
Romans. Now in its 100th year as the capital, Ankara offers visitors a wealth of hidden gems—from
ancient ruins to marvels of modern architecture. Let’s take a brief tour through Ankara, where
captivating stories await at every corner...

A World Heritage Site

Located in the Polatli district of Ankara, the magnificent ancient city of Gordion became Turkey’s 20th
cultural asset to be included in the UNESCO World Heritage List last year. Recognized as one of the rare
sites with continuous settlement for nearly 4,500 years, Gordion was the political and cultural capital
of Phrygia and the legendary city of King Midas. According to myth, the king cursed with the “golden
touch” rests in a burial mound here—now the third-largest tumulus in the world.

In the Presence of an Immortal Leader

One of Ankara’s most iconic landmarks is Anitkabir, the final resting place of Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk,
founder of the Republic of Turkey. Located in the heart of the city on Anittepe, the monumental complex
spans 750,000 square meters. Comprising the Lion Road, Ceremonial Plaza, and the Mausoleum,
Anitkabir also houses the Atatiirk and War of Independence Museum, where visitors can witness the
journey of a modern nation.

A Symbolic Sanctuary

The Ahi Serefeddin Mosque is Ankara's 21st cultural asset on the UNESCO World Heritage List. It's one
of five mosques recognized under “Wooden Hypostyle Mosques of Medieval Anatolia” and stands as
one of the oldest surviving mosques in Turkey. Inside, visitors are awed by the harmony created by 24
wooden columns with repurposed marble capitals.

A Journey into the Old City

From the mosque, climb to nearby Ankara Castle for panoramic views of the city. Originally built as a
garrison, the castle is both a lookout and a historical hub, hosting the Museum of Anatolian
Civilizations, traditional Ankara houses, mosques, and more. The Kaleici neighborhood, with its narrow
streets lined by two- or three-story wooden, adobe, and brick houses, offers a glimpse into Ankara’s
past. Many of these historic homes now function as restaurants, hotels, cafés, and gift shops, where
you can enjoy authentic local cuisine.
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Gecmisin izinde

Cumhuriyet ile birlikte biiyiik bir imar hareketinin basladigi Ankara'nin siliietini bicimlendiren pek cok
yapi bulunuyor. Bu nedenle bugiin Etnografya Miizesi ve Resim ve Heykel Miizesi olarak hizmet veren
simge Cumhuriyet yapilarini bu acidan da kesfedebilirsiniz. Anadolu'nun gdrkemli kiiltiir mirasim da
kesfedebileceginiz bu yolculukta, tek bir miize gérme sansimz varsa tercihiniz Anadolu Medeniyetleri
Miizesi olabilir. Miize yeni islev verilerek diizenlenmis iki tarihi Osmanli binasindan olusuyor ve
Paleolitik Cag'dan itibaren kronolojik olarak sergiledigi Anadolu topraklarina 6zgiin eserleriyle oldukca
dikkat cekici. 1997°de “Avrupa’da Yilin Miizesi” secilen ve dzgiin koleksiyonlanyla diinyanin sayil
miizeleri arasinda yer alan miize, Anadolu’nun zengin kiiltiirel mirasini kesfetmek icin bire bir.

Gorkemli Roma

Mirasi Ankara, aym zamanda Roma donemine ait pek cok tarihi alana da sahip. Bu nedenle Ankara’ya
gelmisken Roma imparatoru Julianus'un (M.S. 361-363) Ankara ziyareti onuruna insa edildigi yaygin
olarak kabul gdren Julianus Siitunu'nu, 3. yiizyilda Septimius Severusun o§lu Roma imparatoru
Caracalla tarafindan Saguk Tannsi Asklepios adina insa edilen Roma Hamamlari'mi ve adini Roma
imparatoru Augustus’tan alan Augustus Tapinai'm da ziyaret edebilirsiniz.

Kiiltiirel Vaha

Ayni zamanda bir kiiltiir baskenti de olan Ankara, Ankara Opera Binasi'ndan Cumhurbaskanligi Senfoni
Orkestrasi (CSO Ada) ve CerModerne kadar pek cok dnemli yapiya ev sahiplidi yapiyor. Ankara'nin
merkezinde, Ankara Kalesi ile Anitkabir arasinda yer alan etkileyici ve modern CS0 Ada binasinda bir
konser izleyebilir ve yine aym bolgenin giineyinde yer alan, sehrin modern yiiziiniin bir diger simgesi
olan CerModern’i ziyaret edebilirsiniz.

Ankara tanitim videosu icin https://ankara.goturkiye.com/ sayfasini ziyaret ediniz.
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TARIHi ESER KACAKCILIGI SUCTUR.

HISTORICAL ARTIFACT SMUGGLING
IS A CRIME.
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Traces of the Past

Following the founding of the Republic, Ankara underwent extensive urban development. Today, several
iconic buildings from this era serve as museums, such as the Ethnography Museum and the State
Museum of Painting and Sculpture. If you have time for only one museum, make it the Museum of
Anatolian Civilizations. Housed in two restored Ottoman buildings, the museum features a
chronological journey through Anatolian history, starting from the Paleolithic era. It was named
“Museum of the Year in Europe” in 1997 and is considered one of the most important museums in the
world thanks to its unique collections.

The Splendor of Rome

Ankara also boasts many Roman-era landmarks. Don’t miss the Column of Julianus, believed to have
been erected to honor the visit of Emperor Julian (361-363 AD); the Roman Baths, built by Emperor
Caracalla in the 3rd century in dedication to the god of healing Asclepius; and the Temple of Augustus,
named after the Roman Emperor.

A Cultural Oasis

As a cultural capital, Ankara is home to numerous significant venues, including the Ankara Opera
House, the Presidential Symphony Orchestra Hall (CSO Ada), and CerModern. Attend a concert in the
impressive, modern CSO Ada located between Ankara Castle and Anitkabir, or visit CerModern just to
the south—a symbol of the city's contemporary side.

Visit https://ankara.goturkiye.com/ to watch the Ankara promotional video.
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Eski Sehre Yolculuk

Ahi Serefeddin Cami’den sonra hemen yam basindaki Ankara Kalesi'ne tirmanip Ankara’yl tepeden
izleyebilirsiniz. Aslen garnizon olarak insa edilen kale hem sehri ayaklarinizin altina sermesi hem de
Anadolu Medeniyetleri Miizesi, eski Ankara evleri, camiler ve diger tarihi yerlere ev sahipligi yapmasi
acisindan turistik bir durak. Kaleici Mahallesi sinirlari icindeki bolge, ozellikle dar sokaklarda siralanan
iki-iic katli ahsap, kerpic ve tugla Ankara evleriyle de goriilmeye deger. Giiniimiizde bu tarihi evlerin
coju restoran, otel, kafe ve hediyelik esya magazalarina doniistiiriilmiis durumda. Bu eski evlerde
kurulan restoranlarda sehrin yerel lezzetlerini tatmak miimkiin.

Gecmisin izinde

Cumhuriyet ile birlikte biiyiik bir imar hareketinin basladigi Ankara'nin siliietini bicimlendiren pek cok
yapi bulunuyor. Bu nedenle bugiin Etnografya Miizesi ve Resim ve Heykel Miizesi olarak hizmet veren
simge Cumhuriyet yapilarini bu acidan da kesfedebilirsiniz. Anadolu'nun gorkemli kiiltiir mirasim da
kesfedebileceginiz bu yolculukta, tek bir miize gorme sansiniz varsa tercihiniz Anadolu Medeniyetleri
Miizesi olabilir. Miize yeni islev verilerek diizenlenmis iki tarihi Osmanl binasindan olusuyor ve
Paleolitik Cag'dan itibaren kronolojik olarak sergiledigi Anadolu topraklarina 6zgiin eserleriyle oldukca
dikkat cekici. 1997°de “Avrupa’da Yilin Miizesi” secilen ve dzgiin koleksiyonlariyla diinyanin sayil
miizeleri arasinda yer alan miize, Anadolu’nun zengin kiiltiirel mirasini kesfetmek icin bire bir.

Girkemli Roma

Mirasi Ankara, ayni zamanda Roma ddnemine ait pek cok tarihi alana da sahip. Bu nedenle Ankara'ya
gelmisken Roma imparatoru Julianus'un (M.S. 361-363) Ankara ziyareti onuruna insa edildigi yaygin
olarak kabul gdren Julianus Siitunu'nu, 3. yiizyilda Septimius Severusun o§lu Roma imparatoru
Caracalla tarafindan Saglik Tannsi Asklepios adina insa edilen Roma Hamamlari'ni ve adini Roma
imparatoru Augustus'tan alan Augustus Tapinagi'm da ziyaret edebilirsiniz.

Kiiltiirel Vaha

Ayni zamanda bir kiiltiir baskenti de olan Ankara, Ankara Opera Binasi'ndan Cumhurbaskanligi Senfoni
Orkestrasi (CSO Ada) ve CerModern’e kadar pek cok dnemli yapiya ev sahipligi yapiyor. Ankara'nin
merkezinde, Ankara Kalesi ile Anitkabir arasinda yer alan etkileyici ve modern CS0 Ada binasinda bir
konser izleyebilir ve yine aym bdlgenin giineyinde yer alan, sehrin modern yiiziiniin bir diger simgesi
olan CerModern’i ziyaret edebilirsiniz.

Ankara tanitim videosu icin https://ankara.goturkiye.com/ sayfasini ziyaret ediniz.
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